MEMORIAL MINUTE FOR GREGORY NORMAN McMILLAN

Grego:yNormanMMllm,%dwdonSepLunbcr&lOOO at his homemPortTownsmd, Washington. A Memorial
Meeting for Worship.was held September 24, 2000, by the Port Townsend Worship Group.

chgmdlnsmﬁ:BrmdaMnrrmwmdemTowmaﬁ regularly in fhe suminers of the early 1980's and in 1989- -
relocated from Ojai, California. Grcgbemmeanamvemmduofﬂlervansax}Waﬂanmupand)omedthe S
University Friends Meeting, Seattle, WA, in 1991:

Greg was born December 31; 1915, in Gagetown, Michigan, to Leo Angus MoMillan and Mary Elizabeth Toohey .

He receivéd a Catholic edutation.- Maymnhhewgrkedapaperm\minordcrmpaymsuunontoCathothem-al
High School in Detroit, Michigan. After high school he became a novitiate to the Congregation of St Basil, the Order
ot the priests who were his high school teachers. I 1936, he enrolled in Assumption College in Windsor, Omano,w
prepareﬁrdmtmdlmgpnsﬂmd. AﬂcrmwnghstAdcgreemubaalAm.,hewasasstgnedmthe .
Congregation's seminary in Toronto on the campus of St. Michagel's, ope of the colleges of the University of Toronto, - .
where he was appointed to study at the Pontifical Institute of Medieval Stdies. “After a year of graduate study, hclcﬁ. )
the Congregation. Strongly mﬂuenoedbylbomasMeﬂon,beJomedt}mTra]msthde:andspemaMefnowtwm at
thie Trappist Monastery in Rhode Island. His struggle to be faithful to vows of physical self denial imposed by the
"religious lifo" ended.  He returmed to Deetroit to search for & new vocation.

hl942GtcgmamedRosePolm UnM!WMMmmagemRmmdcd,tedemeﬁxﬂ)?uﬂymdedmass :

eachSLmdayandasuredthatthmrﬁveduldrmdldd}csamcanddlameywmsdmledmﬁ)ccmechnm. Irr the .

mid l940'sche&mlymlwmr&mmwﬁamawm&rxmmmey&medaﬁﬁmmavm

ranch. In 1947 Greg began his career at Convair in aircraft _personne! adrinistration. hl-??Oberd:mdﬁ'omt!ps .

wark to do occasional work:in construction and to build smatl.boats. . As-he notes'in his jourpal: "Nomorephony
prestige of the big job, just a handy man.”

FirstGregbquttheKinbvakqatwo-plweEnghshmoe,whlch ml974ltmdBtmdacxmscdmloMa'rpBayﬂnd
downtheSalmasRqu. Then he built a Bolger's Light Dary. He rowed the dory with their supplies and Brenda
paddledht:imya; together in the Séa of Cortez ~ Then he biailt a cold-molded South Jersey Beach. skiff-for a -
friend and one for’ f, - Thea he rebuilt a thirty foot catamaran, the Arriba. Each year, for four years, beginning in
1980, GregandBrendaspanﬂ)emOnﬂxs fronr Ociober to May, sailing the Arriba along the coasts oftheSeaofComﬂ
and the mairland of Mexico.- I-Esnmboatwasasmgle—plmoBlandsfordmno& Carrymgthcncwmmeand .
Brenda's kayak on top of their old Dodge van, Greg ahd Brenda traveled across the U:S., canoeing all ‘available nvers,
andreurnedwthethCmstbywayomeﬁch,agammrmmgmd)ehkmandnvm In his journal Greganswers’
the question.”Why would someone want to build a boat if he already has oae?”: “To me it hardly séems necessasy to ~-
have to justify building anything at.all.- That is wity our hands have become the wey they are, so we'can build things. . .
And what more wonderful thing to build than a boat, especially a beautiful, gieaming, graceful boat? Some of the boats

Mlhvchuhhvebmﬂhlwaymdlacpeaﬂmmeonclambmldmgmw wmbebea;mﬁu,lhcb&matican
do.‘

R@drngﬁmnhmpmmLGegrmﬂyshmedmspmmdodysscywnhPonTowmd%aﬂs Exicerpts from that -

'mmngmhﬂnmmmnmnmujmmmewddmwmmwm
bave L kmwﬁmmmmwofdnn@fswﬁrmmdmhawﬂd,m[hadspmmal
arpmmoalwv&lm

"Most days, duririg the past thirty-years, | have meditated each moming for a short period. These mieditations have
changgd over the course of the years: mmmwmmmwm&mﬂnaxmm
empty thé rational mind; quiet down the thinking process. mmofuMOMMmMmy
meditations chariged 1o & pursgit of mindfulness, with attémpts to bring that mitidfuless into cveryday life. - Then came
smother influence, that of the Tnsight Meditation’ schaol led by Jack Kornficid, a more explicit effort to achieve a life of
mindfulpess. thcmlmetndﬂthemﬂmofd:wm-ﬂMdtMMadﬁam .
- divection, with the introduction of prayer and contanplative practics'into the meditations.”

Wmﬂm(&uh%mmﬁngw Wﬁknnmgmmyunlmmngmumlhad
wimlmonlytumamysﬁcacpa-m lwsﬂd:ﬂysmm:dcdby,mgu!fedby,ahiﬂmt,bﬁmﬁngrglt That -
light was cverything there was. OF course, [ was startied. Mynmmd'nmnnplmonmﬁnwwasaumnﬂmty
miensc cnergy. Mﬁmlﬁdmwﬂmwﬁm%&ﬂmmﬁm&hﬂmmamﬁd
'mﬁmdmofbvgmtﬁnwm'hfmudulwbvcaﬂ,mmuﬁﬂenmm&m .
Thcwhdcapwmwmmmmnwmaﬁymmﬂy 'l was dumbfounded:- I had read -
ofsomcsu&lﬂju@bmwdisnnmdtbmsomwhﬂqrmﬂly



‘Thtmyswexpumhashemmpwdhﬁmtmqmwﬁtmway Akwmooﬂ:smaﬁu-!hoﬁshly

. overexerting myself; 1 went im and Lay on the couch, indeypoirg & scvere attack of angina. | knew that | was near -
dying, oa thic brink of death, s they say. - Then ance again I was suddenly stertled by the blinding Gght. I was aovare

md&mmfﬂﬁﬂﬁhﬂmﬁwhmmﬁmgmmdam
on Greg, we.are waiting for yon,' memknmﬁmmm:mmﬂlm:n

mgamﬁ)rmmmmtbﬂw}mwmmngmwmdaﬁﬂbcymdmyupemmlmutdm .

~As of now, | am still very miich a practicing Quaker. OF afl the religions, I regard the Quakers to be the only onc I
- find sicceptable. It is non-doctrinal enough that it ¢an sccommadate me as | have changed, especially during the past

. year. m»mmlwwamm &lncd:mlh:vemmldndmppedmﬁun-
aﬂdoﬂrmdbdn&uﬂwﬂb‘hsémymﬁmmmﬂmmwlulmw ‘1am nat - -
“interesied in tryifg to define aspedts 6f the déity. Imwummdﬂmnghluﬂbvcmddm}kmﬁ
.allow me to share that. - What more conid | wapt 7™

mmmdmu&qumhtmbmdqmmmofkamd He regulary - .
visited the jail and led an ectamenical effort to respond to-the nceds of the homeless

G@smwmm&BmmwmmmmMsyuﬂMhSmmm
and Tony, and his scven grandchildren.



